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The House yesterday moved to 
weaken some of the landmark envi- 
ronmental legislation of the last quar- 
ter-century including laws affecting 
clean air, endangered species and for- 
est protection. 

House action on the environmental 
provisions of a bill rescinding $17.1 
billion in previously approved federal 
funding foreshadowed upcoming de- 
bates on those laws. It sent an unmis- 
takable signal to the environmental 
community that it will be hard pressed 
to prevent sweeping changes in the 
face of broad House GOP sentiment 
that many environmental laws have 
gone too far in restricting the rights of 
the business community and property 
owners. 

The legislation must still be consid- 
ered by the Senate, where the envi- 
ronmental provisions are likely to 
meet more resistance. 

The House legislation would: man- 
date a large timber salvage program 
on federal lands that conservationists 
fear will harm streams and wildlife in 
the Rocky Mountains and Pacific 
Northwest, shut down key vehicle 
emission control programs Under the 
Clean Air Act, gut funding for endan- 
gered species listing and protection 
programs, and change legislation en- 
acted in 1992 that ensures wildlife 
and urban areas a greater share of 
California water historically monopo- 
lized by big agriculture. 

Responding to the GOP-led initia- 
tives, Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund 
attorney Kevin P. Krchner said, “No 
question, they’ve launched the war on 
the environment in earnest. 

But Rep. David M. McIntosh (R- 
Ind.) said, “I don’t think it’s an all-out 
assault.” He said the House GOP was 
only singling out “the most egregious 
areas” before rewriting environmental 
laws based on “free market princi- 
ples.” 

In action yesterday, the House or- 
dered federal forest managers to dou- 
ble their planned harvest of diseased 
trees over two years to 6 billion board 
feet and blocked any attempts to chal- 
lenge the timber sales in court under 
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existing environmental laws such as 
the Endangered Species and National 
Forest Management acts. 

On a 275 to 150 vote, the House 
turned aside an attempt by Rep. Sid- 
ney R. Yates (D-Ill.) to block the 
emergency salvage program, which 


the Clinton administration opposes. 
Yates called the measure, approved by 
the Appropriations Committee, a “tim- 
ber lobbyist’s dream,” but supporters 
said the emergency salvage is needed 
to protect the West from wildfires and 


to use damaged timber before it rots. 

“This is an amendment to harvest 
dead and dying trees,” said Rep. Don 
Young (R-AJaska). “If they are not cut, 
they will go to waste.” 

The peril facing the conservation 
community and the Clinton adminis- 
tration in the 104th Congress was also 
illustrated by an amendment to the bill 
proposed by McIntosh that would 
slash almost $20 million of the $28 
million remaining this year to r un en- 
dangered species programs managed 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
The House will vote on that amend- 
ment today. 

It was not so long ago that the 1973 
Endangered Species Act — a world- 
wide model for preserving biological 
diversity — enjoyed overwhelming 
support in Congress. No more. Two > 
weeks ago, the House approved a two- 
year moratorium on new species list- 
ings under the act, and not a single 
member rose to speak against the 
amendment. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service said 
McIntosh’s proposal would eliminate 
all funding for adding species to the 
endangered list, cut by half funding for 
law enforcement activities such as in- 
tercepting smuggled animals at U.S. 
ports and hobble U.S. participation in 


international wildlife protection trea- 
ties. 

As the bill moved through the Ap- 
propriations Committee, members al- 
so tacked on language affecting vehi- 
cle emission laws under the Clean Air 
Act and the use of water from the 
Central Valley Project in California! 

A paragraph inserted into the com- 
mittee’s report on the legislation at 
the request of a bipartisan coalition of 
Central Valley congressmen freezes 
funds for the San Joaquin River Basin 
Management Study for the remainder 
of this fiscal year. That makes it less 
likely that federal water impounded 
behind Friant Dam on the San Joaquin 
River will ever be used to restore the 
salmon run in upper parts of the riv- 
er — a major concern of the 15,000 
farmers along the Friant-Kem Canal 
who use most of that water for irriga- 
tion. 

The move brought an angry re- 
sponse from Rep. George Miller (D- 
Calif.) and Sen. Bill Bradley (D-NJ.), 
coauthors of the 1992 Central Valley 
Project Improvement Act, which at- 
tempted to balance urban, agricultur- 
al, environmental and sportsmen’s in- 
terests in apportioning California 
water. 

Bradley called the provision “the 
opening bell of an attempt by a few in- 
terests to attack” the act and “a gross 
grab by a few special interests to the 
detriment of the citizens of Califor- 
nia.” 

The bill debated yesterday also con- 
tained three Clean Air Act provisions 
inserted by Rep. Tom DeLay (R- 
Tex.), who is leading the GOP assault 
on regulations that burden industry. 
One would prevent the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency from using 
any funds to force states to implement 
measures, such as car pooling or the 
construction of bike paths, to reduce 
vehicle emissions. 

Another would prevent the EPA 
from enforcing any requirement that a 
state implement an inspection and 
maintenance program for limiting 
such emissions. David Driesen, a Nat- 
ural Resources Defense Council attor- 
ney, said the provision could eventual- 
ly cause some states to lose federal 
highway funds or other benefits, since 
they are tied to a reduction of emis- 
sions from new sources of pollution. 

A third provision would have the ef- 
fect of setting aside a federal interim 
clean air plan for the most heavily pol- 
luted areas of California. 



